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Ready to race again...? 

AMA Supercross and motocross champion Ryan 
Dungey recently visited the KTM factory at Mattig- 
hofen in Austria where the 26 year old was received 
by the entire racing division and the upper echelons 
of the company. The American’s success in the U.S. 
has been a contributing factor in another record year 
for KTM with turnover of one billion euros and more 
than 160,000 bikes sold 




Photo by Simon Cudby 
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A turn-up... 

Josh Sheehan sends the Swiss crowd at the Geneva 
Supercross - the last major international indoor meet¬ 
ing of the year - bananas with a double back flip. 
Justin Brayton ruled the racing for the fourth time in 
the Swiss capital to comoMe an American clean sweep 
of European SX fixtures .jjJpWfe off-season with Genoa, 
Lille and now-the Palexpo railing into the hands of AMA 
aspirants who have only four weeks until Anaheim 1 

Photo by Monster Energy/Hiishii 
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MotoGP 


Getting it on the ground... 

A final test for Repsol Honda before the MotoGP embargo for win¬ 
ter work comes into play still left more questions than answers for 
Marc Marquez and Dani Pedrosa. While testing is about as thrilling* 
as it sounds for anyone who is not wielding handlebars, a spanner or 
laptop, the work the factories will be doing over the next two months 
will be crucial in the tale of the tape for 2016. Can Honda get their 
electronics-engine-tyres package sorted? 






















































www.leatt.com 



/ 




0 


* 



WIN 1 OF 5 PAIRS OF GPX 
5.5 LITE MOTO GLOVES 
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GPX 5.5 LITE 

ULTIMATE FEEL, MAXIMUM PROTECTION 

Imagine the softest, slimmest glove palm ever and CE certified impact protection so well engineered that you can not feel it. 
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NICKY HAYDEN’S TOP THREE 


By Adam Wheeler, 
Photos by Nicky Hayden personal collection & 

www.motogp.com 


T hirteen years, 216 Grand Prix, one title 
and three victories...but MotoGP is just 
one phase of former AMA Superbike 
Champion Nicky Hayden’s career. We put him 
on the spot at Valencia last month to ask the 
thirty-four year old for his three best or fa¬ 
vourite race memories. Surprisingly the first 
one to pop in the Kentuckian’s mind does not 
involve slick tyres... “My two wins at Laguna 
are special for different reasons but I had two 



great dirt track results: I won the Peoria TT 
from the very last position and took victory 
from Chris Carr, the Prince of Peoria, who had 
won thirteen straight there...” 





“It was in 2002. I passed Chris Carr with 
something like a lap to go on the outside, 
which was quite special. I think that was prob¬ 
ably the best ride of my career. There was also 
the time that my brothers and I went 1-2-3 in a 
Grand National dirt-track [at Springfield with 
‘69’ first, Tommy second and Roger Lee third]. 
That was also in 2002 and was something that 
had never happened. It was a fairytale, once 
in a lifetime. I had a really good bike in ‘02 
and it was something I learned over the years 
that was so important! It makes this job a lot 
easier.” 

“At Peoria I had crashed in the Semi...and I 
was quite angry. One of the other riders said 
something that gave me a little extra motiva¬ 
tion; that little bit of trash-talk helped! He said 
I was riding too hard and was going to crash. It 
was a track that really suited my style. I wasn’t 
doing the full season of dirt-track so it was not 
like I was looking at the points. It was all about 
the bike and I felt unbeatable. I think I only lost 
one short-track.” 

“Man, I don’t know about the zone. People 
sometimes ask me about it and for sure when 
you are feeling like that you just react and 
don’t think about anything; you do things be¬ 
fore you have time to think. If you call that the 
zone then I guess I was in it.” 





THREE 






2005: THE FIRST 


Laguna Seca was back on the MotoGP slate 
for the first time since 1994 and Hayden - who 
was in his third year of Grand Prix, seventh in 
the championship standings and leading the 
HRC Repsol Honda team with Max Biaggi as 
teammate, was under the spotlight with Colin 
Edwards as the U.S. looked to their own. “I 
did feel pressure,” he recalls. “Laguna at that 
time was a very tricky track and the Corkscrew 
was even more difficult than it is now. For sure 
knowing the track was an advantage but these 
guys are the best and all Pros - they get paid 
to race! I had more track time and the impor¬ 
tant thing was that I felt good right away. We 
nailed the gearing perfectly from the first ses¬ 
sion. My crew chief had given us all the right 
speeds for the corner and Pete [Benson] put a 
gearbox and suspension setting together that 
meant everything just fell in place that week¬ 
end.” 


Hayden set the tone in qualification with Pole 
Position (his first) by three tenths of a sec¬ 
ond and then pushed into the lead from the 
first lap with only the Yamahas of Valentino 
Rossi and Colin Edwards for company. An of¬ 
ficial crowd figure of almost 58,000 watched 
the rough-around-the-edges reintroduction of 
Laguna. “I don’t want to say it came easy but 
the lap-times were there and when you pushed 
a little harder you went a little faster which 
doesn’t always happen! Sometimes you push 
more and go a lot slower. It all clicked that 
weekend. I won by a couple of seconds but in 
all honesty I could have won by a lot more.” 

Hayden’s success at 24 years of age - celebrat¬ 
ed by taking his Dad Earl for a victory lap and 
a bizarre dance on the podium - meant the 
first American Grand Prix triumph since Kenny 
Roberts Jnr five years earlier and brought the 
house down on a significant return to Califor¬ 
nia. 
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"IT FELT SPECIAL CARRYING THE FLAG AND 
MY DAD IN THE FIRST ONE BUT TO WORK 
FOR THE SECOND ONE LIKE I DID MADE IT 
JUST AS SPECIAL..." 


NICKY HAYDEN’S TOP THREE 












2006: THE SECOND 

The following year at Laguna involved much 
more intensity. Hayden had already posted 
seven podium finishes, a win at Assen, and 
was leading the championship in what would 
be a long and fraught journey to his destiny at 
Valencia. Rossi had closed ground with a win 
and second place in the two previous rounds. 
Naturally there was expectation for the same 
pace and superiority as twelve months previ¬ 
ously but it was a different set of circumstanc¬ 
es this time. The heat was ‘on’ in more ways 
than one and a crumbling re-surfacing effort - 
not to mention minor alterations to the layout 

- also had repercussions... 

“It was the complete opposite to 2005! Noth¬ 
ing went right that weekend. I felt even more 
pressure. I felt s**t and everything we did was 
wrong. I qualified badly...but then in the race 
I got a good start and I pushed harder than 
I ever had. I think it was really hot that year 

- record highs and people were passing out - 
and that helped me.” 

Chris Vermeulen and Roberts Jnr initially 
stood in the way until MotoGP rookie and new 
teammate Dani Pedrosa started to apply pres¬ 
sure when Hayden had the lead on lap seven¬ 
teen of thirty two. 

“I remember Dani taking a little run at me. I 
never wanted him to get within a second be¬ 
cause if he did then I knew he would be right 
‘there’. I said I could have won by more in ’05 
but that time in ‘06 I couldn’t have gone a 
tenth faster.” 



“I liked Laguna and at the time my brothers 
were racing in Supersport and the whole fam¬ 
ily was there. It felt like the old days. They also 
took a win and it seemed like Laguna was good 
to the whole family. I went back for the World 
Superbike round to sign some autographs for 
Tissot and I was surprised at how many boys 
there were called Hayden!” 

“Talking about legacy is maybe something 
further down the road but I hope I made an 
impact in what I did here [in MotoGP] and in 
meantime the last American champion.” 







ODFU & OTOR 


We’ve featured Kev Wilson’s design work on 
various occasions in OTOR but now we’ve 
excited to be able to chat about a first collabo¬ 
ration with one of the coolest t-shirt design 
companies out there. ODFU and OTOR sees the 
‘O’s coming to together for a special limited 
edition Tee that celebrates the mix of competi¬ 
tive asphalt and dirt riding and is now ready for 
purchase through the ODFU site in the run-up 
to Christmas. The clothing itself is 100% poly¬ 
cotton, dark blue, in five sizes and comes with 
the logo on the front, a smaller version on the 
back and then further livery on the inside of 
the garment. 



As per usual each purchase is custom-packed 
and detailed, meaning this is the ideal personal 
gift for the 25th. The ‘O’s t-shirt now takes 
pride of place in the ODFU store alongside 
other projects such as Sideburn. In the coming 
issue or two we’ll have the full story about how 
Kev came up with the design and how word 
of mouth about ODFU is spreading around 
the custom and vintage scene. The ‘O’s t-shirt 
costs 25 pounds. 
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By David Emmett 

Photos by Ray Archer, Monster Energy, Milagro, Red Bull Content Pool 
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h he level now in MotoGP is very 
high,” Valentino Rossi kept com¬ 
menting all season when he was 
asked to compare the championship this 
year to the other years he was in contention 
for the MotoGP title. He wasn’t kidding. The 
racing was ferocious throughout 2015, the 
title tightly contested all year long, and set¬ 
tled only at the very last race. Choosing the 
top two is relatively easy: Valentino Rossi 
and Jorge Lorenzo were miles ahead of the 
rest, though that was in no small part to bril¬ 


liant work by Yamaha’s engineers and Honda 
falling in love with excessive horsepower, a 
known vice among HRC engineers. Ranking 
Rossi and Lorenzo with respect to each other, 
on the other hand, is nigh on impossible. 

The two Movistar Yamaha riders were nearly 
perfect all year, each failing in their own way. 
In the end, only one man could end up cham¬ 
pion, so if you are going to put their names in 
order, then you might as well do it on that. It 
is always hard to separate what was in effect 
a photo finish... 


1. JORGE LORENZO 


WORLD CHAMPION, SEVEN GRAND PRIX VICTORIES, TWELVE PODIUMS, 
LED FOR 274 OF 448 LAPS SPREAD OVER 18 RACES 


All year long, if you asked any rider his opinion 
of the 2015 MotoGP championship, the an¬ 
swer was always the same. “Jorge is faster, but 
Valentino is more consistent.” Lorenzo liked to 
use the word unlucky to describe his season, 
after suffering a string of mishaps, some more 
bizarre than others, throughout the year. It was 
not a phrase that pleased Valentino Rossi, the 
Italian taking affront at the suggestion that his 
place leading the championship was down to 
luck, rather than ability. In truth, both were 
right. 

You could tell it was going to be a good year 
for Jorge Lorenzo when he turned up at the 
first test in Sepang, way back in February. He 
had learned his lesson from the year before, 
when he came to the first test overweight and 
badly out of shape. This year, Lorenzo arrived 
lighter than he had been since his first year in 
MotoGP back in 2008, having worked harder 
than every during the off season, under the 
watchful eye of Yamaha. 


The races turned the championship into a 
roller coaster. A helmet function at Qatar, bron¬ 
chitis at Austin and the wrong tyre choice in 
Argentina left him trailing Rossi by 29 points. 
Lorenzo dominated the next four races, cutting 
the gap to a single point. The title chase see¬ 
sawed from that point on: Rossi extended his 
lead in Holland and Germany, Lorenzo clawed 
back points at Indy and Brno. Another helmet 
problem at Silverstone, then a stupid crash at 
Misano, and it looked like his title was over. 

But Lorenzo proved to be nothing if not resil¬ 
ient in 2015: he never gave up hope, and kept 
up the punishing rhythm which brought him 
seven wins and, in the end, the title. Whatever 
the role played by Marc Marquez in 2015, you 
can’t say Jorge Lorenzo didn’t earn it. 
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w 2. VALENTINO ROSSI 

RUNNER UP, FOUR GRAND PRIX VICTORIES, 

FIFTEEN PODIUMS, 
& A POINTS-SCORING FINISH IN EVERY RACE OF 2015 


When we look back on 2015 in ten years or so, 
we will perhaps be able to appreciate just what 
an astounding year of racing it has been in Mo¬ 
toGP. Once time has taken edge off the anger 
and bitterness of the last three races of this 
year, we will see the performance of both Jorge 
Lorenzo and Valentino Rossi for what they are: 
feats of almost superhuman effort and ability. 
This is truly the Golden Era of MotoGP. 

The era is made all the more golden by the 
achievements of Valentino Rossi. At thirty- 
six years of age, Rossi was winning races and 
appeared to have the championship in hand. 

He demonstrated all of his talents: he won in 
Argentina through sheer preparation, choosing 
the right tyre early and working to get the best 
out of it. At Assen, he outfoxed Marc Marquez, 
leaving him high and dry when Marquez 
pushed him through the gravel of the final 
chicane. In Silverstone, he demonstrated his 
mastery in the rain to take another win. When 
he couldn’t win, he finished on the podium, his 
remarkable run of podiums ending only in the 
dry-then-wet-then-dry freak show at Misano. 

It all fell apart during the flyaways. At Motegi, 
it took all of Rossi’s concentration to beat 
Lorenzo, leaving him drained after the race. He 
lost out to Andrea lannone at Phillip Island, 
forced into fourth. And that is when the strain 
started to tell: Rossi has always been known 
for his mind games and mental strength, but 
accusing Marquez of wanting to help Lorenzo 
win the title was frankly bizarre. The clash at 
Sepang which left Marquez on the floor was 
the inevitable outcome of a year’s worth of 
stress, and ultimately cost him the title. What 
happened after that is, frankly, best forgotten. 




THIRD, FIVE MotoGP VICTORIES, EIGHT POLE POSITIONS, SIX RACE CRASHES, AND SEPANG... 


Marc Marquez may already have two MotoGP 
championships under his belt, but 2015 was 
the year in which he learned the most about 
what it takes to win a title. Of course, winning 
races is the best way to win a title, but 2015 
taught Marc Marquez the value of third place. 
The mathematics was painfully clear: Marquez 
crashed out of six races during 2015, five of 
them through unforced errors. Had he finished 
third in those five races, the season finale may 
well have turned out very different indeed, with 
three riders in the hunt rather than two. 

That Marquez was in trouble was clear after 
the very first corner of the season. Honda were 
off chasing horsepower, and had sacrificed 
rideability and engine braking at the altar of 
horsepower. Marquez couldn’t get the bike 
stopped for the first corner at Qatar, ran wide, 


and rejoined at the back. He made his way 
through the field, but could not get anywhere 
near the battle for the podium. From that mo¬ 
ment on, Marquez was playing catch up, forced 
to take more risk, and falling even more often. 
No acceleration out of corners, overloading the 
front tyre in an attempt to concentrate. Mar¬ 
quez ego demanded he tried to win, but all too 
often, he couldn’t. 

Speaking of ego, then came Sepang. Valentino 
Rossi made a tactical error to publicly accuse 
Marquez of helping Lorenzo, and Marquez took 
that badly. He would not give Rossi an inch on 
track, and the whole thing boiled over in Turn 
14. Failing to beat Lorenzo at Valencia merely 
added insult to injury. Marquez talent was 
never in question. What he learned in 2015 
was patience. 








4. DANI PEDROSA 

FOURTH, TWO MotoGP VICTORIES, SIX PODIUMS, THREE RACES MISSED AFTER RADICAL SURGERY 


Dani Pedrosa should not be able to do what he 
does on a MotoGP bike,” says one prominent 
MotoGP rider of the Repsol Honda rider. His 
stature makes handling a 260+ horsepower 
beast beyond physically demanding, and when 
Honda build a bike that is as hard to ride as 
the RC213V is, the strain simply becomes too 
much. Pedrosa had suffered all through 2014 
with arm pump, and after the first race of the 
season, Pedrosa was forced to admit things 
had only got worse. 

For the second time in his life, Pedrosa had to 
confront the fact that his career as a motor¬ 
cycle racer could be over. That is the toughest 
challenge any racer ever faces, and Pedrosa 
met it with determination, courage, and equa¬ 
nimity. Choosing fasciectomy over fasciotomy, 
removal of the sheath around the muscles, 
rather than just cutting it open, was a brave 


choice, with just a 50% chance of success. 
Careful application, and the courage to miss 
his own race, saw Pedrosa recover, truly. By 
the end of 2015, he was competitive again, and 
winning races. 

Dani Pedrosa is a peculiar person. A man with 
a fantastic sense of humour which he keeps to 
himself. Quiet and modest, but driven to try to 
succeed. A Honda rider through-and-through, 
yet physically infinitely more suited to a Yama¬ 
ha. A man of paradoxes, but also of massive 
talent. 2015 cemented Pedrosa’s alien status, 
and a match for Rossi, Lorenzo and Marquez. 
But most of all, what impressed me was his 
courage. Victories at Motegi and Sepang were 
demonstrations what he was capable of on a 
bike. The biggest victory for Pedrosa was still 
being in the game, and competitive. 
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5. ANDREA IANNONE 

FIFTH, THREE PODIUMS, POLE POSITION, SPEARHEADED THE DUCATI REVIVAL 


When Ducati launched their Desmosedici 
GP15 in Bologna in February, all eyes were on 
Andrea Dovizioso, and how the experienced 
Italian would fare on the bike. Sure, Andrea 
lannone had shown himself to be talented, but 
nobody truly believed he could put a consist¬ 
ent and competitive season together, lannone 
would be fast, and crash a lot, just as he had 
in the past. It would be Dovi leading the charge 
for Borgo Panigale, and Ducati’s great hope of 
a first victory. 

Three second places for Dovizioso seemed to 
bear this out, but after Jerez, their fortunes 
reversed, lannone starting a steady run of 
races finishing within spitting distance of the 
podium, and even on it on a few occasions. His 
finest moment came at Phillip Island, when 
he put the pass of the year on both Valentino 
Rossi and Marc Marquez, threading between 
the two as they watched each other, rather 
than lannone. It earned him a bunch of death 
threats on Social Media, for having the temer¬ 
ity to beat Valentino Rossi. 


The biggest change for lannone has come from 
within. The Italian is calmer than he was in the 
past, turning down the wick from 100.5% to 
99.5%. That is the difference between finish¬ 
ing nearly every race, and getting involved at 
the top of the championship, or occasionally 
getting a podium and spending a lot of time in 
the Clinica Mobile. Fifth spot was perhaps as 
toughly contested as the first place, lannone 
getting competition from Bradley Smith, who 
has made a similar change to his approach 
and his behaviour inside the garage. In the 
end, though, it is lannone who looks like he 
could be the right man to take the fight to the 
Fab Four at the top of the championship. Who 
knows, perhaps we could soon have a Fantastic 
Five... 


BLOG 



REASONS TO REMEMBER... 

By David Emmett 



T he 2015 MotoGP season was one for the 
ages. Though the drama - or was it melodra¬ 
ma? - in the last two races grabbed most of the 
headlines and overshadowed the rest of the year, 
when we look back at this season in ten year’s 
time, we will perhaps be able to appreciate just 
how good it was: a head-to-head battle between 
two of the greatest riders ever to swing a leg over 
a motorcycle, including one who has a legiti¬ 
mate claim to being the greatest of all-time. The 
dramatic struggles of a rider who had dominated 
the class since entering it in 2013. Dani Pedrosa 
pulling out of racing to have radical surgery to 
fix arm pump, while Honda turned down Casey 
Stoner’s request to take his place, and make a 
surprise return, albeit temporarily. 

Then there were the races which will go down as 
classics. Phillip Island, for all the right reasons, 
and Sepang for all the wrong reasons. Argen¬ 
tina, as an example of how to approach a race 
weekend, with Valentino Rossi blowing by Marc 
Marquez, and Marquez crashing trying to keep 
up. Assen, where old age and treachery outwit¬ 
ted the naivety of youth, Rossi knowing that if he 
could stay upright after Marquez bumped him at 
the final chicane, he could take the win. Misano, 
where the track went from dry to wet to dry, and 
strategy - sometimes accidental, sometimes 
intentional - saw some huge surprises in the top 
four. Bradley Smith stayed out on slicks in the 
rain, and took second. Scott Redding crashed on 
slicks, was forced to come in early, and finished 
third. Loris Baz, on the Open class Forward 
Yamaha, didn’t like the feeling on wet tyres, 
came in early, and finished fourth. 

There were other memorable performances as 
well, outside of the obvious top five riders cov¬ 
ered elsewhere in this issue. The biggest surprise 
for me was Bradley Smith, the Monster Tech 3 
Yamaha rider turning his season around thanks 


to a radical change in his attitude. Over the 
winter, Smith realised that his usual approach in 
the garage was not the most effective one. “No¬ 
body is going to listen to an angry ginger bloke,” 
Smith said. He calmed himself down, making 
himself count to ten before speaking once he got 
off the bike. That created a much more construc¬ 
tive atmosphere in the garage, his crew much 
more inclined to go the extra mile to help find 
the smallest detail that could give him a few 
hundredths here or there. Stripped of the un¬ 
necessary heat of emotion, communication with 
his crew chief Guy Coulon was greatly improved, 
and the work went quicker. 

Smith also had a setback that turned into a posi¬ 
tive. A training crash badly damaged his ankle, 
forcing him to revise his testing programme at 
the first test at Sepang. Knowing that his ankle 
could not withstand the pressure of chasing a 
fast time, or running race simulations, Smith 
and his crew opted to run through a lot of set 
up options, to get an understanding of how the 
bike was behaving. Smith’s headline times at 
the Sepang tests were nothing to write home 
about, but they learned valuable lessons, and 
started 2015 with a base set up that they knew 
worked well. It all paid off, Smith being rock solid 
throughout the year. He never really threatened 
the top four, but he was in the hunt for top five 
for most of the season, ending the year in a 
well-deserved sixth spot. Nice guys don’t always 
come last. 

At Suzuki, Maverick Vinales lived up to, and even 
exceeded the hype. Hamstrung by a Suzuki GSX- 
RR which, although basically a solid bike, was 
lacking in too many areas to be truly competi¬ 
tive, Vinales still ended the season close to his 
teammate, and having outperformed Aleix Espar- 
garo on a number of occasions. 



The best result for the Suzuki GSX-RR was sixth 
place: Vinales bagged two sixth places, Espar- 
garo just the one. Vinales joined a very select 
group of riders, including Valentino Rossi and 
Dani Pedrosa, who became Rookie of the Year 
in all three classes, 125/Moto3, 250/Moto2 and 
500/MotoGP. Those are imposing footsteps in¬ 
deed in which to follow. 

Vinales ended 2015 eight points behind his 
teammate, his language having changed. No 
longer was he talking of all the things he still 
had to learn. Instead, he spoke of what Suzuki 
needed to do to be competitive. A seamless 
gearbox was at the very top of the priority list, 
which Vinales tried in a private test at Sepang in 
November. A bit more drive off the bottom, and 
perhaps a little more top end, and the Suzuki 
could be a real weapon in the hands of Vinales. 

If it isn’t, then he could be off. There is no short¬ 
age of factory team managers who are desperate 
to wave a big bundle of cash in the Spaniard’s 
face. There are very few who do not believe that 
Vinales will be the next rider to join the select 
band of talent referred to as the Aliens. 

Alex Rins is the next candidate to do that. Rins 
stepped in to fill the seat vacated by Maverick 
Vinales at the Pons Moto2 team, and he picked 
up where Vinales left off. Fast from the begin¬ 
ning, a podium in his second race, a couple of 
wins by the end of the season, and finishing 
second in the championship in his rookie year. 
That is the kind of progress which great champi¬ 
ons show, and promises much when Rins moves 
up to MotoGP in 2017. Rins was a joy to watch all 
season, smooth, fast and aggressive. There were 
the inevitable mistakes, the Misano race being 
the low point, but there were also brilliant perfor¬ 
mances as well. Rins was keeping Johann Zarco 
honest, in just his first season in the class. 


More interesting still was how utterly Rins over¬ 
shadowed his former teammate Alex Marquez. 

In 2014, Marquez had beaten Rins to become 
Moto3 world champion, but paddock gossip was 
full of special treatment in the Estrella Galicia 
team for the younger Marquez. Team manager, 
and personal manager to both Marquez brothers 
Emilio Alzamora was said to have focused the 
resources of the team on making Marquez cham¬ 
pion, to the neglect of Rins. That was enough 
for Rins to break with Alzamora as his manager, 
and strike out for himself. Free of the clutches 
of Alzamora, and in the right environment with 
the Pons team, Rins could finally demonstrate 
his ability. That Rins should beat Alex Marquez 
should come as no surprise, Rins consistently 
outperformed Marquez in all their time racing 
together, and should have done so in Moto3 as 
well. In Moto2, he finally got his revenge. 

These are just three of the highlights of 2015, 
which promise much more for 2016. There were 
plenty more deserving of mention. Johann Zarco, 
of course, who crushed the opposition in Moto2, 
undergoing a transformation now that he was 
back under the wing of Aki Ajo. Both Danny Kent 
and Miguel Oliveira in Moto3, the two young men 
who controlled the junior class. Young talent like 
Enea Bastianini and Niccolo Antonelli in Moto3, 
making the racing truly exciting. Danilo Petrucci 
exceeding all expectations in the Pramac Ducati 
team. As I said, 2015 was a season for the ages, 
and like a fine wine or a good single malt, the 
more time you spend sipping at it, the more you 
savour the complexities. I will be watching these 
races for a very long time to come. 
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FLY 

It’s hard to miss Trey Canard...therefore you’ve 
bound to have noticed some of Fly’s fetch¬ 
ing riding gear over the previous AMA racing 
seasons. Fly are one of the few brands that 
will allow you to go ‘head to toe’, with qual¬ 
ity permeating the products from boots all the 
way to their ‘F2’ Zoom helmet (mixing carbon 
and Kevlar). Shown here are several versions of 
their latest helmet with MIPS technology (Brain 
Protection System). 

The two full dressings on the left are the Evolu¬ 
tion (Code and Switchback schemes) and on 
the right are the Kinetic (Trifecta and Vector). 
Evolution aims to hit the mark with Fly’s ad¬ 
mission: ‘Because of the sheer amount of the 
horsepower and torque created by the modern 
dirt bike, today’s racewear must withstand 
tremendous forces. It must breathe well, be 
lightweight, and yet still be durable. The an¬ 
swer: FLY Racing Evolution 2.0 racewear with 
industry-first Boa® closure system race pant 
designed to provide custom comfort, smooth 
even closure, no pressure points, and simple 
one-handed adjustment. Evolution 2.0 is gen¬ 
eration next racewear built to withstand the 
rigors created by the modern dirt bike.’ 

With rumours that Fly will be prominent in 
MXGP in 2016 with factory athletes running 
their riding gear the firm are looking for fur¬ 
ther international expansion outside of strong 
American roots, so have a good look as the kit 
and all the apparel could soon be much more 
prevalent. 
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1. PAULS JONAS£ 

SECOND IN MX2, ONE MOTO VICTORY, SIX PODIUMS 

Like almost every rider on the 250s the Red 
Bull KTM factory rookie was prone to mis¬ 
takes. His massive get-offs in both Sweden 
and Mexico means that Jonass is one of the 
luckiest riders in the class as well as being 
one of the most impressive. 

The eighteen year old walked around the pit 
facility at Qatar for the opening round barely 
able to supress a child-like grin; this was a 
former European champion - cool, easy and 
accessible - chomping at the bit and barely 
succeeding in hiding the nerves. Jonass began 
life as a works rider with two second positions 
in the first three Grands Prix and led the field 
both at Losail and in Argentina and estab¬ 
lished a rate of speed and a hefty benchmark 
of performance from the off. 

The steadying influence of Stefan Everts in 
his corner as mentor and coach was evident 
as Jonass was not flashy or boisterous and 
absorbed moments like his ‘take-out’ by Alex 
Tonkov in Maggiora with maturity and kept 
learning about the pacing, fitness and strategy 
needed for Grand Prix throughout the season. 
With four podiums in a row starting from his 
home fixture at Kegums for round twelve of 
eighteen the Latvian formed part of the group 
that were suddenly disputing the world cham¬ 
pionship after his teammate’s departure from 
the scene. 

The campaign ‘without expectation’ and with 
designs on a top ten finish were transformed 
as Jonass became KTM’s only hope of a 
title with the manufacturer dominating both 


classes of MXGP since 2010 but now suffering 
their own misfortune with injury. Circumstanc¬ 
es were perhaps unfair on the teenager but it 
was one of the possible scenarios that can ar¬ 
rive in representing arguably the best team in 
the paddock. The pressure ramped up and the 
stage narrowed into a duel with Tim Gajser. It 
looked to be a dispute that Jonass could man¬ 
age (taking the red plate in Belgium and Italy) 
even though he gave the Slovenian a helping 
hand with his second moto first lap crash at 
Assen. He earned his first moto chequered 
flag after a maiden Pole Position in Mexico 
laden with intent and MX2 became even more 
mouth-watering. Then came the spectacular 
dismount (one of the most watched on You¬ 
tube with 152,000+ views) in that same meet¬ 
ing at Leon. Jonass still had a shot at the title 
arriving to Glen Helen and the season-closer a 
week later but he was understandably reeling 
- physically and mentally - from the mistake 
in Mexico that earned the ‘41’ a rebuke from 
Everts for the foolhardy nature of his rapid 
chase through the pack. 

In 2015 and in just eight months Pauls soaked 
up the kind of experience that other rid¬ 
ers spend the better part of a career wading 
through and it means that KTM will have a 
formidable athlete on their hands next year. 
Jonass tops this list for starting so positively 
and then rarely dropping his standards to 
become an authentic title challenger. The 
evolution was admirable and he came close to 
what would have been a shock golden number 
plate... 
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MX2 WORLD CHAMPION, FIVE WINS, FOUR MOTO VICTORIES, EIGHT PODIUMS 


Tim Gajser is a deserved world champion and 
raised his level from potential winner to viable 
Grand Prix threat in 2015. The Slovenian heads 
the charts in terms of Grand Prix wins and 
most podiums (tied with Herlings) and it is 
easy to forget that he only scored his first GP 
success at Arco di Trento for round four. 

It was the second year for ‘243’ on the HRC 
CRF250RW and Honda Gariboldi managed 
to build a bulletproof motorcycle for the tall, 
rev-happy and 450-loving youngster. Gajser 
hammered the CRF throughout the season 
and asked every ounce of power from a bike 
that had barely won a race in the class (Mar¬ 
vin Musquin in 2009) and had not been talked 
about in terms of the MX2 title. Tim mixed mo¬ 
ments of vulnerability with utter fearlessness. 
He was counted out of the Thai GP second 
moto after needing treatment for heat exhaus¬ 
tion, in the wake of his debut GP win in Italy he 
crashed repeatedly, was out of action for the 
British Grand Prix after suffering a concussion 
in morning warm-up and crashed at the start 
of the Latvian round with an injured ankle. It 
was a rough ride at times but the manner of 
his win against all odds in the sand of Assen 
for round sixteen of eighteen and the way he 
dealt with crushing pressure at Glen Helen 
to confirm the championship (even having to 
overtake Pauls Jonass in the motos) was mas¬ 
terful. 


As anybody who has watched Tim carefully 
or read any interviews with the nineteen year 
old can testify then the heavy presence of his 
family and especially his father will know how 
the presence and role of his loved ones around 
him contributes to his racing. We are talking 
about a tight and functional family unit un¬ 
like perhaps any other seen at this level of the 
sport. It is a lot of baggage for any team to 
deal with and Honda and Giacomo Gariboldi 
have found the right chemistry to get the best 
from this exceptional talent. It doesn’t always 
go well though. “I think I put too much pres¬ 
sure on myself because the bad weekends 
came up again at Valkenswaard and the first 
moto in Spain was so-so,” Gajser said when 
trying to explain his early season dip. “The 
two ‘zeros’ at Matterley Basin was another 
low point of this season. After that I changed 
again, this time in my relationship with my 
Dad and it worked out well and we are going in 
the right direction.” 

The significance of the ‘243’ (given to him by 
co-incidence but matching the birth date of a 
brother that died before Tim was born) means 
that Gajser would not have run the T plate in 
MX2 in 2016 even before his late and surprise 
decision to jump into MXGP. Like Jonass Ga¬ 
jser made vast strides as a Pro racer in 2015 
and it will be a shame not to see him hone that 
powerful attacking style of his further in MX2 
and give Herlings a run for his money in 2016. 
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3. MAX ANSTIE 

THIRD IN MX2, THREE GRAND PRIX WINS, NINE MOTO VICTORIES, FIVE PODIUMS 


That Max Anstie started winning Grands Prix 
on a consistent basis in 2015 was not a sur¬ 
prise. That the twenty-two year old reached 
this level of operation after arriving in MX2 in 
2010 was a case of “finally...!” 

Anstie’s technique has never been in doubt 
and his grace and speed in the sand is some¬ 
thing to behold - with Herlings out of the pic¬ 
ture then there is barely anyone that can keep 
within his roost. His career had lacked stability 
before 2015. Changing teams every season 
meant the goalposts kept moving for the Brit 
and a second term with Steve Dixon’s crew 
bode well for what would be his penultimate 
campaign in MX2. He was back on a Kawa¬ 
saki after a frustrating and baffling develop¬ 
ment programme with Yamaha’s new YZ250F 
in 2014 and seemed to make the mistake of 
thinking his chickens had hatched and ran 
away after his shocking crash at Qatar for the 
opening fixture. 

Anstie in effect missed rounds one and two 
and hit the gate at the start of round three in 
Argentina; it was a nightmare beginning. By 
the British Grand Prix and near the midpoint 
of the year he was starting to find full fitness 
and confidence and was so close to earning 
a chequered flag in front of the home fans at 


Matterley in what was one of the most watch- 
able races of the season. Anstie gained ground 
like no other in MX2 from the Grand Prix of 
Germany and the first of his five podiums in 
the next seven meetings. Wins came in Latvia, 
Belgium (for the second year in a row) and 
Italy and were annoyingly interspersed with 
mistakes in the Czech Republic (crashing out 
while leading) Holland and Mexico that ef¬ 
fectively ended his outside chances of a title 
grasp. 

Max had the best season of his career and the 
fact that it involved some prevalent low points 
is a good indicator for the future and that the 
same errors won’t be repeated. The way 2015 
ended for Anstie was harsh in the extreme. 

That horrific collision at the Motocross of Na¬ 
tions leading to shoulder and vertebra breaks 
was not only ruinous for Team Great Britain’s 
excellent chances for an overdue podium at 
the competition but also Anstie’s superiority 
in the British Championship, where he should 
have celebrated the first crown of a career that 
has promised much and so far delivered little. 
Anstie has bounced again for 2016. There is 
little doubt he will have the package he needs 
with Husqvarna (remember Alex Tonkov’s hole- 
shots this year?) but he has one shot at finally 
making MX2 his. 


4. VALENTIN 6UILL0D 

FOURTH IN MX2, THREE WINS, THREE MOTO VICTORIES, SIX PODIUMS 


Likeable, spectacular but also unpredictable 
Valentin Guillod had a season that left him 
raising one fist in joy and then turning to chew 
the other through irritation. The highlights 
come quickly to mind: his jaw-dropping scrubs 
in Spain that led to a first win of three, the sen¬ 
sational last lap battling with Herlings to win in 
Great Britain, his continued formidability in the 
Czech Republic and the disbelieving ability to 
avoid injury through major smashes in France, 
Belgium, Holland. 

Guillod had to learn the Yamaha quickly dur¬ 
ing the winter of 2014 and then learn again 
once the Standing Construct team had ac¬ 
celerated their development through the late 
arrival of material in the early phases of 2015. 

It meant that Guillod had to be patient in the 
first rounds of the championship and accu¬ 
mulate points until the set-up of the YZ250F 
was to his liking and he could take off...as he 
would do in Spain for the sixth fixture of the 
year. Since reinventing himself in 2012 under 
the close guidance of Yves Demaria Guillod 
has demonstrated progression each term and 
in 2015 he hit ‘sixth gear’ in parts and was a 
sight to behold. 


After becoming joint-leader of the champion¬ 
ship in the Czech Republic it was refreshing 
to hear the Swiss talking of going ‘all-out’ for 
the title but perhaps he knew there were tough 
moments coming up with three sandy Grands 
Prix next on the schedule. Crashes at the fol¬ 
lowing event in Lommel, Belgium and a DNF 
when his bike broke after a run-in with Brent 
Van Doninck was really the start of a slide that 
would sadly see him drop out of the top three 
in the standings. 

It says a lot for his character that he not only 
coped with the disappointment of this fading 
quest but also the pain from some nasty ac¬ 
cidents to bounce back and be the first of the 
Europeans to classify at Glen Helen and take 
to the podium for what was his swansong in 
MX2. Guillod’s last term in the category was 
thrilling, surprising and ultimately saddening 
for ‘92’ but he formed part of an enjoyable 
cosmetic for the rest of us. 



MX2 TOE 





































5. JEFFREY HERLINGS 

SEVENTH IN MX2, FOUR WINS, FOURTEEN MOTO VICTORIES, EIGHT PODIUMS 


Jeffrey Herlings’ relentless list of injuries in¬ 
creased by four further ailments in 2015 (an 
ankle sprain in Argentina was a light escape) 
and blunted a second consecutive odds-on title 
charge by the excellent Dutchman and threat¬ 
ened to put his career on the edge of transfor¬ 
mation. Two of the problems (ankle and dislo¬ 
cated hip) were not his fault and one of those 
put him in hospital and his championship lead 
into the water like a piece of bait for MX2 shar- 
klings to nibble and ultimately devour. 

Almost all of MXGP followers know how Her¬ 
lings’ season ended...not many know or re¬ 
member the anguish and difficulty with how 
it started. An infection and further operation 
in the winter meant the former double cham¬ 
pion came to Qatar under prepared, less than 
fully fit, unsure, unconfident and with low 
expectations. All of this came out in the tears 
provoked by that (surprise?) victory at Losail. 

It showed that Herlings was still a remarkable 
force of a racer in spite of his adversity. Qatar 
was the validation the tough-talking but sensi¬ 
tive Red Bull KTM star needed. He racked up 
another three wins and missed the podium 
only once in the first nine rounds. 

Despite the stats this was not the Herlings 
of 2013 or the first half of 2014. He crashed 
trying to prevent Tim Gajser taking his first 
triumph in Italy, was beaten by Valentin Guillod 
in Spain and Great Britain (much to his cha¬ 
grin) and overly cautious in the mud of Mag- 
giora. For all his brilliance in the sand, the heat 
of Thailand and the hard-pack of France mo¬ 
ments of impetuosity were costly in Germany 
(broken collarbone) and Sweden (mangled 
finger). 


Jeffrey might have given the game away for 
the second year in a row but even in his battle- 
weary state ‘84’ is still one of the standout 
athletes of international motocross across the 
board and is the absolute reference for fans, 
peers and juniors in the sand. He also earns 
his place on this list for Valkenswaard, and a 
staggering undefeated record on home turf 
that stretches back to 2010. I think his deci¬ 
sion to try MX2 once more in 2016 is under¬ 
standable. 

I feel the decision this time is less about the 
win bonuses and statistics - that he has open¬ 
ly admitted were part of his driving force in 
the past - and more about the need to reach a 
personal level of form and confidence were he 
feels a world title can be within realistic touch¬ 
ing distance once more. Nobody can quantify 
the psychological effects of laying in a hospital 
bed with a second sizeable lower body injury 
in the space of twelve months and the roll-on 
consequences for what that means for a ca¬ 
reer in this often-cruel sport. Herlings needs to 
re-build. He might do that through immediate 
success once more and the appearance that 
the ‘Bullet’ is back but he will need to make it 
all the way through 2016 and have that third 
crown in his pocket before we see a genuinely 
exciting prospect head into MXGR 








Our most technical ANSR Hi-End apparel, the 
Alpha line was developed with the true motocross 
racer in mind. A combination of premium fabrics, 
lightweight construction and multiple ventilation 
panels throughout allows you to perform at the 
highest standards. 1#%^^ 











SCOTT 


Scott’s 2016 off-road range is an improvement 
over the '15 collection that lacked inspiration in 
terms of design and lines. Shown here are the 
350 garments in Race, Track and 450 in Podi¬ 
um [far right] guises. What are the advantages 
of going with Scott (aside from a liking for a 
particular shade...)? Well, you have stamped 
leather inner knees for durability, venting pan¬ 
els, spandex upper knee section, Nylon 900-D 
on the knee inner to protect against knee brace 
wear, a lycra collar on the shirt, micro adjust¬ 
ment ratchet on the pants, a silicon embossed 
drop tail for grip fit (and grip on inner waist¬ 
band to eliminate slippage). 

In short you have all the elements you’d expect 
from quality riding kit with some nice addition¬ 
al features thought with the rider and practi¬ 
cality in mind. The 450 shirt boasts the lycra 
elements and extra venting whereas the 350 
is v-neck and is more at entry level. The 550 
boot and 350 helmet (more on that in a future 
issue), gloves and first-class goggles (Hustle or 
Tyrant) complete the look. 
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AT LAST...MXGP FILLS A HOLE 


By Adam Wheeler 

he hefty ‘u-turn’ on the idea for MXGP to 
award Grand Prix and championship points 
for qualification heats in 2016 was a bizarre epi¬ 
sode in an off-season that already feels long. It 
was either a slapdash piece of decision-making 
by Youthstream (strangely supported by the 
teams and brands that form the MSMA) that the 
promoters - wisely - decided to rethink after a 
critical response or it was a cunning manoeu¬ 
vre to get people calm and more tolerant on 
something they were initially unhappy about 
and wanted scrapped. After several public state¬ 
ments (and allegedly an approach by the riders 
who had formed together in a What’s App Group 
to voice their dismay) the 2015 status quo now 
remains. 

There was a far brighter and less obfuscating 
piece of news last week when Youthstream an¬ 
nounced that former MX2 World Championship 
runner-up and the current rider with the longest 
stretch at the highest level, Rui Gongalves, had 
been employed on a part-time basis in 2016 as a 
Technical Advisor with a view to a full-time role 
when the thirty year old calls time on his injury- 
hit career. This is the important link that MXGP 
riders have been missing with the promoters and 
governing body since I can remember, and since 
unsavoury (but no less valid) episodes in South 
Africa and Mexico when communications broke 
down completely and there were protests or 
strike action over treatment or safety concerns. 
There were more gripes in 2015 over the state 
and preparations of Grand Prix tracks than I can 
recall in the past fifteen years...and for good rea¬ 


son with clear inconsistency between the circuits 
and venues and the wear of European Champi¬ 
onship motos being felt hard. Putting Gongalves 
- who still races a Husqvarna in the premier 
class, his fourth brand - in a position where he 
can voice concerns of his peers to Youthstream 
and the FIM and also relay the practical restric¬ 
tions of circuit prep back to the fraternity of 
athletes (and there are plenty with the degree of 
organisation and attitude of clubs and circuits 
varying across the board) is a shrewd and long 
overdue move. 

Rui is well liked, multi-lingual, has a sensitive 
feeling on the bike (HRC rated his testing ca¬ 
pabilities for two years) and is acutely aware of 
what constitutes a Grand Prix layout and through 
his own - painful - experience knows what riders 
are talking about in the delicate and hard-to- 
judge balance between a challenging and poten¬ 
tially track. Actually it hard to think of a better 
candidate for the job he is taking on. But what 
of that job? It remains to be seen just how much 
of an influence Gongalves will actually have and 
whether his position is merely window-dressing 
or he can carry much of an effect. Will the au¬ 
thorities listen to the Portuguese knowing he has 
the tricky task of condensing a spread of opinion 
into a single voice? Crucially it is a responsibility 
that no other rider wanted to take on. Tony Cai- 
roli was forced at times to state his opinion (and 
the Sicilian was one of the most outspoken on 
the MXGP points-for-qualifying mess) with the 
astute David Guarneri also attempting to speak 
for the masses in the past. Otherwise there was 





solidarity over tracks in 2015 but hardly anybody 
moving to do anything about it to represent the 
individuals that were risking life and life on soil 
that was watered too much/not enough/too late. 

In MotoGP a weak parallel to Gongalves lies with 
Loris Capirossi and his function to advise the 
different groups in the paddock. The fact that the 
teams are well looked after by Dorna and mod¬ 
ern road race tracks are on the right side of safe 
means the post is more valid in other avenues 
like rule-making. In MXGP Gongalves’ influ¬ 
ence might be hard to measure (at least without 
knowing what is going on behind the scenes) but 
politically it is something of a milestone and the 
various segments of the paddock will be quietly 
looking to see how ‘999’ operates and whether 
his work is adhered to. It will be telling indeed 
if the role turns out to short-lived and will tell 
much about the current regime and their inten¬ 
tions if Gongalves is merely a token gesture. 
However the fact that Rui can now cast one eye 
to a pivotal responsibility after his riding days 
have finished fills me with hope that he can seize 
the baton and make the diplomatic licence carry 
some stock. 
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HUSQVARNA 

The long-awaited announcement of Husqvarna 
joining forces across the board with the Rock- 
star Energy drink was swiftly followed by news 
of the official clothing range already hitting 
Husqvarna dealers and stockists. The first 
items are a fleece, t-shirt and cap that Husky 
say: ‘Built to provide optimum quality, dura¬ 
bility and comfort, the Rockstar Flash Fleece, 
Tee and Cap are also the official clothing of 
Husqvarna Motorcycles’ official factory com¬ 
petition teams, in all racing disciplines around 
the world.’ No price details yet but fans of the 
brand and the athletes like Nagl, Osborne, 
Anderson, Pourcel, Renet, Anstie and can get 
hands on some impressive kit in time for the 
Dakar, SX and international pre-season races. 
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THE ONLY CONTROL PAIR WITH ON-THE-FLY LEVER REACH ADJUST/ 




The Pro Taper® Profile Pro Clutch Perch utilizes the extremely successful 
Profile perch with our latest development, the XPS lever. The XPS (Cross Pivot 
System) lever pivots in multiple directions, yet maintains a slim, low profile 
blade that you will not find with other folding levers. This universal assembly 
offers two lever reach adjustment points that will accommodate the widest 
range of bikes and riders on the market. 


VERTICAL FLEX 
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FORWARD FLEX 


GROSS PIVOT SYSTEM 


the XPS (Cross Pivot System) 
lever pivots in multiple directions, 
yet maintains a slim, low profile 
blade that you will not find with 
other folding levers. 
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• Limited Lifetime Warranty 

• If you bend it, we’ll replace it 


Tool-less lever reach 
adjustment dial 


The Pro Taper, Profile Pro XPS brake lever is the latest and • 6061 T6 precision forged aluminum blade 
greatest to the Profile control line. We’ve taken our successful _ .. . . , . .... 

XPS (Cross Pivot Systsm) Isver and mlrrorsd It for OEM quality * ™C maohmod lever olovis lends on sxsct tit 

fitment for the front brake master cylinder. With tool-less lever 
reach adjustability and the multi directional folding capabilities, 
the Profile Pro XPS front brake lever can accommodate the 
widest range of bikes and riders on the market. 


• Slim, low profile Cross Pivot System is virtually unbendable 

• Tool-less lever reach adjustment dial offers 20mm of tunability 

• Fitted rubber boot keeps XPS assembly debris free 

• Application specific main rubber boot included 

• Manufacturer’s lifetime warranty against bending 
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THE EARLY RECKONING... 


By Steve Matthes 

W ell what do you know? The 2016 Mon¬ 
ster Energy Supercross Series is right 
about a month away. Where did the time go? 
Well for me I know where it went: four trips to 
Europe for the MXDN and more supercross. 
The sport’s giant treadmill doesn’t stop as 
soon as the American nationals are over. With 
that in mind, it’s never too early to take a look 
at some of the top riders and what I think 
we’ll see next year. As usual, all predictions, 
thoughts and opinions are subject to revision 
at any time. 

First up is who - I think - will be the title con¬ 
tenders and it’s a growing list as the sport 
sees some long-time stalwarts with names 
like Reed, Stewart and Villopoto either drop¬ 
ping away or in RV’s case, retirement full stop. 
Yes, you read that right - Yoshimura Suzuki’s 
James Stewart and Yamaha’s Chad Reed are 
not on this list. Together they have almost a 
hundred supercross wins between them but 
Reed doesn’t even have a team right now (I 
do think he’ll be on the line at A1 though) and 
Stewart’s trying to defy father time with his 
year off due to suspension as well as buck the 
40-year trend of no rider going longer than 
three seasons between titles, I don’t see them 
as championship contenders. Race winners, 
yes. But I don’t see either rider able to take 
another crown. 

Obviously Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey is 
on this list as he’s the defending champ and 
probably the slight favorite to repeat. Dungey’s 


so damn consistent and fast as well; a rider 
really has to be on his game to dethrone Ryan. 
Combine his fitness and you have an amaz¬ 
ing athlete that probably doesn’t get as much 
respect as he deserves. 

This is a huge year for RCH Suzuki’s Kenny 
Roczen. The German superstar is in his last 
year of a contract and coming off a, for him, 
sub-par year. Until 2015 hit, Roczen had never 
really been stopped on his climb to the top. He 
just progressed from a 15-year old MX2 rider 
to MX2 champion to American 250SX cham¬ 
pion, to just missing the 250MX title to his as¬ 
cension as the best rider in the world by win¬ 
ning the 450MX title in 2014. But 2015 hit. He 
fought with his suspension on his Suzuki, his 
dad dropped some bombs on the structure of 
the RCH team in an interview and worst of all: 
he got hurt. Roczen needs to have a drama- 
free, fast year to re-up with RCH or get picked 
up by Honda (the only OEM that has room in 
2017 for a top rider like Kenny). He’ll definitely 
win races in 2016 but can he finish the deal? 

Monster Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac is in my eyes 
slightly behind Dungey and Roczen if I was 
putting odds on whose going to win this thing. 
And that’s because he’s on a new bike and his 
starts/opening laps have proven to be some¬ 
thing that hurts him. I’m sure the switch to 
Kawasaki will work out for Eli but until when 
who knows? Also, he can’t give his challengers 
those precious seconds on the first laps. Raw 
speed though? He’s got tons of that. 



Honda’s Cole Seely can win this title. Yes, I 
said that and yes I’m putting him ahead of his 
teammate Trey Canard. Seely was a rookie 450 
rider last year and showed he can win. And I 
love his approach to a series, he doesn’t make 
a lot of mistakes, he’s very smooth, consist¬ 
ent and gets good starts. Seely doesn’t have 
the balls-out speed of a Tomac but absolutely 
he can take a leap and win this title. I think 
no matter what, he wins three or more races. 
There aren’t too many riders in the series that 
can hit the same line every lap like Cole can. 

The ‘wild card’ riders can win the title but I 
put them behind the four I listed above. Things 
could go great for these guys but then again, I 
have questions about them as well. JGR Yama¬ 
ha’s Justin Barcia was on fire in the second 
half of the motocross series but before then, 
wasn’t really riding that well, his first on the 
Yamaha. So which Justin will we see? The fifth 
to sixth place guy we saw early in supercross 
last year before he got hurt or the dude that 
could beat just about anyone in motocross 
last summer? Your guess is as good as mine... 
Rockstar Husqvarna’s Jason Anderson almost 
made my list there with Seely but it’s tough to 
see a guy win his first race AND go on to win 
a title in one season. You’ve got to walk before 
you can run right? Anderson is pure speed 
and aggression all rolled into a white bike and 
I hear he’s been faster than his buddy Dun- 
gey in pre-season training but he made some 
decisions out on the track that cause you to 
shake your head and then there were some 


consistency issues as well. I think he gets his 
first win this year though...Honda’s Trey Ca¬ 
nard seemed to be a bit more regular last year 
and not as erratic on the track but that only 
resulted in one win and some podiums. And 
guess what? He got hurt again. So with Canard 
it’s not easy to see him racing the entire series 
and therefore, tough to pick for a title... 

Lastly a word on James Stewart. The most 
thrilling rider out there hasn’t looked great in 
the two races he did since sitting out a year 
and now he’s dealing with an ankle injury com¬ 
ing into the first round. It’s hard to know what 
Stew can do out there, he didn’t lose the talent 
but after a year away from the grind, can he 
get back to the top? Tough to see him doing 
anything other than winning a couple of races, 
thrilling us with some jump combos as well as 
some rounds where he rides back to the pits 
early. 


©Guardian 
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ALPINESTARS 



The end of the year and the throes of winter so 
time for a bigger range of riding gear to come 
out of the wardrobe. As ever A-stars are one of 
the premium brands when it comes to the care¬ 
ful attention, effectiveness and safety of their 
products. The company posted news of M56 
Drystar waterproof leather glove last week: an 
apt solution for getting in the saddle through a 
less-than-ideal climate. Alpinestars also state 
that the M56 has: ‘hard polymer knuckle pro¬ 
tector, a patented finger bridge and EVA foam 
padding. The M56 incorporates finger inserts in 
its pre-curved chassis to boost comfort levels, 
regardless of the distance’. We’ve yet to test 
the glove but there is little reason to doubt the 
job it will do. For the feet then Corozal Drys¬ 
tar boots are aimed squarely at the Adventure 
market and the demands of a rider who might 
also need to get wet or muddy. The firm say: 
‘Every component on this boot is designed 
for weight-saving and performance regardless 
of the weather or terrain, from the integrated 
DRYSTAR® breathable membrane to its ad¬ 
vanced microfiber and suede chassis.’ Add the 
polymer shin plate and lateral ankle protection 
then Alpinestars have taken the best elements 
of their market-leading off-road boots and 
adapted a re-fit for more versatile footwear. 
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JONATHAN RIEA 

Kawasaki launched the first episode of a 
new video series on new SBK World Cham¬ 
pion Jonanthan Rea last week and it’s re¬ 
freshing to see a lot of thought and ambition 
invested in a project that spans a whole 
campaign. Of course the company, team 
and rider were fortunate that 2015 went 
entirely to plan and this makes the behind- 
the-scenes ‘reveal’ on the motocross-loving 
Irishman and recent father to two even more 
compulsive viewing in order to see how an 
athlete can mount such a dominant season 
in what was his first year with the works 
‘green’ team. We get to see Rea work, rest 
and play and gain insight through some rare 
interviews with family members and those 
close to ‘65’. Episodes two and three prom¬ 
ise to take us even closer to the number 
one, so if you haven’t see it already then 
click on the link below and save the link for 
the forthcoming chapters... 

















YAMAHA XSR7G0 



YAMAHA'S FIRST PRODUCTION MODEL OF THEIR 'FASTER SONS' 
CONCEPT SEES THE MT-07 PROVIDE THE BASE FOR A CUSTOM- 
HAPPY XSR700. THE NAME IS ABOUT AS BLAND AS THIS 
MOTORCYCLE GETS AS ROLAND TOOK THE SHARP-LOOKING NEW 
TWIN FOR A SPIN AND DELIVERS HIS OPINION RIGHT HERE.... 


By Roland Brown, Photos by Alessio Barbanti, Henny Stern & Jonathan Godin 






TEST 

f there’s one motorcycling theme that’s 
arguably even more popular than nostalgia, 
it’s customising. Hence the recent success 
of retro-styled roadsters that lend themselves 
to easy modification, such as BMW’s R nineT, 
Moto Guzzi’s V7 family and Triumph’s Bon¬ 
neville range, not to mention numerous Harley- 
Davidsons. 

Yamaha has been quick to join in with its Sport 
Heritage range, in which custom-friendly old 
stagers such as the XJR1300 and SR400 have 
been dusted down, relaunched and sometimes 
revamped. Now the firm is taking the concept 
to a higher level with a new family called Faster 
Sons, the first of which is the XSR700. 

This format is a lot more imaginative. Faster 
Sons are based on new models, styled to 
reflect (if not actually resemble) old favour¬ 
ites, and with customising potential part of the 
brief. The XSR is essentially a cosmetic up¬ 
date of the MT-07, the 689cc parallel twin that 
has been a huge hit since its launch last year. 
The newcomer’s parallel twin engine layout 
and even its green-and-silver paint option are 
inspired by Yamaha’ first ever four-stroke, the 
654cc XS-1 of 1969. 

In fact it’s not quite accurate to say that the 
XSR is the first Faster Son, because that hon¬ 
our goes to the spectacular special built by 
famed Japanese customiser Shinya Kimura. 
California-based Kimura’s sleek MT-07-based 
cafe-racer, featuring his trademark hand-beat¬ 
en aluminium bodywork, starred in Yamaha’s 
pre-launch publicity for the XSR and at the 
riding launch in Sardinia, where it was given a 
good caning by its creator. 

The production XSR is much less elaborate but 
still distinctive. Rather than copy the old XS-1 
and its long-running XS650 derivatives from 
the Seventies, Yamaha has attempted to give 
the new bike the feel of a “universal Japanese 
motorcycle” from that era, and to make life 
easy for those who want to modify it. Its plastic 


fuel tank’s aluminium side-pieces can quickly 
be replaced; the front mudguard has a sepa¬ 
rate aluminium mount for the same reason. 

The XSR uses the same 689cc, dohc eight- 
valve engine as the MT-07, adding a new ex¬ 
haust system that doesn’t change its power 
delivery or peak output of 74bhp at 9000rpm. 
Like the MT it has a crisp but smooth throttle 
response and a broad spread of torque, and is 
happy to pull away with as little as 2000rpm 
showing on the round instrument panel. 



When revved harder the XSR is just as lively as 
the MT, pulling strongly through the midrange 
and responding enthusiastically when it’s 
revved harder through the six-speed gearbox. 
The engine’s balancer shaft ensures that the 
parallel twin stays respectably smooth near its 
10,000rpm redline as the bike heads towards 
its top speed of about 120mph. 

And you don’t have to ride hard to enjoy the 
XSR. Its riding position is slightly more upright 
than the MT’s, due to a neat two-tone leather 
seat that is 10mm higher, and a one-piece 
handlebar that is higher, wider and closer to 
the rider. The extra height might cause short¬ 
legged riders a bit more of a stretch, but the 
Yamaha is light, well balanced and very man¬ 
ageable. 

The MT also supplies the XSR’s steel main 
frame, which gains a new bolt-on rear sub- 
frame that can quickly be removed to allow 
fitment of a single seat. Suspension, wheels 
and brakes are also shared but the new bike 
gets fresh tyres. Pirelli’s Phantom Sportscomps 
have a distinctive tread pattern reminiscent of 
the Phantoms that were popular in the Seven¬ 
ties. 


















"LIKE ANY NAKED BIKE THE YAMAHA IS 
BETTER SUITED TO WARM WEATHER AND 
SHORT TRIPS THAN TO WINTER TOURING , 
BUT IT'S RESPECTABLY PRACTICAL...AND 
THE HANDLING IS EXCELLENT..." 


YAMAHA XSR700 
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Handling is excellent, aided by the bike’s light 
weight; despite gaining 4kg due mainly to its 
extra metal parts the XSR weighs just 186kg 
with fuel. There’s plenty of suspension travel 
and it’s quite soft, especially at the rear, so 
heavier riders will benefit from adding preload 
to the horizontally mounted rear shock. Brak¬ 
ing is reassuringly strong, thanks to four-piston 
front calipers and an efficient ABS system. 

Like any naked bike the Yamaha is better 
suited to warm weather and short trips than to 
winter touring, but it’s respectably practical, 
sharing the MT-07’s 14-litre fuel capacity and 
typical range of around 150 miles. Switchgear 
is slightly basic but the round single speedom¬ 
eter dial is neat and incorporates a gear indi¬ 
cator and fuel consumption display. 

Better still the XSR is very competitively 
priced, costing slightly more than the MT-07 
(£6249 against £5749 in the UK) but undercut¬ 
ting its main rivals including Ducati’s Scram¬ 
bler. Its price leaves plenty of potential for 
accessories, of which there are many, from 
hand-guards and fly-screen to leather pan¬ 
nier bags and a high-level Akrapovic exhaust 
system. Several leading customisers, including 
German-based Jens vom Brauck, are develop¬ 
ing more. 


The price differential with the MT-07 would 
fund a few extras for the cheaper twin, so 
potential customers will have to judge whether 
the premium is worthwhile for the new bike’s 
retro style or added potential for customisa¬ 
tion. It’s certainly worth serious consideration. 
Whether you’re inspired by Yamaha’s heritage 
or Shinya Kimura’s special, or simply want a 
cool, quick and fine-handling bike at a sensible 
price, there’s plenty to like about the XSR700. 
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MotoGP & TAMMY... 

Interesting one this. Tammy Gorali is the Israeli 
commentator for MotoGP on Sports 5 channel. 
She writes interviews and stories on the Israeli 
site http://www.doogigim.co.il/ where she also 
shares her illustrations that can be bought in 
the Riders for Health auctions. 

Tammy kindly offered to share some of her 
drawings based on the 2015 MotoGP cam¬ 
paign where she asked the riders themselves 
to grade their own performances. She takes 
up the story: “I was always fascinated by how 
riders think as they must see and evaluate 
themselves differently from us humans. Dur¬ 
ing the last few seasons I have been asking the 
riders to grade themselves as if they were their 
own teachers. Some just belt it out as if they 
were all prepared such as Bradley Smith who 
immediately provided the reasoning behind the 
B+ “It wasn’t quite an ‘A’ season but definitely 
an improvement from last year.” Some found it 
difficult and glanced around before replying (as 
if looking for somebody to reply in their place). 
Dani Pedrosa even refused saying: “I don’t look 
back and you know I am unique.” The highest 
score was given by the World Champion, 8.5 in 
average but he emphasized that he deserved 
a 9 just for the speed. The lowest score was 
given by Redding with a 3, pointing a finger at 
the bike and Pol Espargaro ‘suspended’ himself 
- “I have to stay back a year” - while taking the 
blame personally. Most riders were not satis¬ 
fied with themselves, which is good news for us 
as they will be pushing it much more when the 
2016 school year begins.” 

Follow Tammy on Twitter @tammygorali and In- 
stagram https://www.instagram.com/tamgora- 
I i/ for more 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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